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New Sarawak

BY NURQALBY MOHD REDA -

VER the course of more

than six decades, our

nation has faced its share of
challenges and ups and downs in
the administration of its political,
economic and social affairs as well
as in its efforts to unite its plural .
society undermumbnella bt F
Malaysia. & - i

Regard their;ace -
religion, culture or political
lean!ngs Malaysians always make
it a point to come together to
celebrate Natlmal l:lay onl-.ug 31
every year.

In celebrating the
significant day and rem|
the sacrifices of its leaders and"
freedom fighters who secured the
nation's independence 66 years
ago, it is of utmost importance
that the current leaders are on the
same page on all aspects of the
celebrations including the bse of a
common logo and theme.

Following the unveiling of -

this year's National Dayand

“Malaysia Day theme ~Malaysia
Madani: Determination in Unity,
Fulfilling Hope - and logo earher
this month, Perikatan Nasional

Tribune, Malaysia

United in celebrating
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United in celebrating National Day amidst EU‘THM
d ive rSity Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia
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National Day amidst diversity-

(PN) Youth chief Ahmad Fadhli X
Shaari suggested E‘uﬂw E try that's governed based been putin place to‘safegtsardl inthe Naﬂanal Da aplebmions: e said the government can
gg;s adrrllimste by PN, namely .on era! concept. If they nation'sharmony. he said. ay gengthenfﬂ?&y by conducting
h, Kelantan, Terengganu ?N-ru) ) go ahead and do it, Penang Malay Historical an He said the use of t rairing short

and Perlis, use a d theme ' th j willindirectly have a leism Ass«[a!ia'flon pres:dent National Daythemesmmby Tgmﬂgs%“hfnm on various sociak.
and logo for their state-level deb:htatmg effecton the elements  Datuk Abdul Kader Md Alisaidthe  the federal government and states med|a platforms that reflect the
oelehrations of unification and togetherness," limitations are important. ruled by the opposition indicates harmony enjoyed by the nation's

Commenting on this, dean hesaid, to prevent certain quartersfmrn the existence of disputes which, he  multiracial society.
of the Centre for General and : e playing up sensitive issues added, is something that must be - “The impact can bevery
Cocurricular Studies at Universiti ~ Contradict original objective . that can cause disputes and avoided to ensure that harmony significant as it can influence the
Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia Dr confusion among the people to prevails and the celebrations goon people... in fact, it can be more
Lutfan Jaes said considering Lutfan said such a move the point of disrupting the nation’s ~ smoothly. - impactful if influencers are used to
Malaysia is a federation, it is very will also hamper the federal harmony. ’ run such campaigns,” she added.
important that the entire nation government's efforts to foster “Before issuing a certain Strengthen unity agenda Youths too can use social media
uses the same unity tools such the spirit of unity and well-being statement or making a proposal, - todotheir part to strengthen
asslogans and logos to celebrate  among the people, moresonow  we must first find out if we have Meanwhile, Universiti national unity, she said, adding
National Day, with this year's after the recent state elections and thel'jgmmdosq . atthe state Pendidikan Sultan Idris lecturer Dr thatthemhgglo attheir
theme aimed at strengthening the  lastyear's general election. the menteri besarorchief ~  Siti Nor Amalina Ahmad Td[ud&m fingertips allows for positive
chain of unityin Malayscahplural He added that the National minister is raqunslbiet;urme ‘said the gmmment’swtg rrmvemamstﬁatmtl standthe =
society. . Daytheme orslogan alone is nnt implemwhﬁonof;mﬁterstgabed strengthening agenda must be nation in good stead.

He as well as other experts enough to appreciate the meaning  to the state's deve%opment. consolidated comy “Our society is unique in terms
interviewed by Bernama said of independence, pointing out that “But the supr’emeheaﬂ ofeach  toensurethenationremains - - of its cultures, customs and
the proposalto useathemeand the logo too plays an important stateis the Sultan, Raja, Yang stable and peaoefulfn;hefacgof nguaﬁes.Thls is what is special
logo different from thatofthe = partin conveying a messagetothe  di-Pertuan Besar or Yang di-Pertua  "increasingly challenging: situations ~ about alaysia andnseds tobe
federal government is highly community in a form that is easy Negeri... hence, any proposal (for  including global economic promoted through the new media,
I'Mppmpriate. ; to understand. a state to have its own National uncertainty. and influencers consi of

“Thie proposal sounds : Although Malaysia practices Day theme and logo) must get Pointing to social media's youths must cam paign tngetherto
ridiculous and is something that's  democracy and allows freedomof  the proper approval because the efficacy in forging unity and mklndle the patriotic and National

dlfﬁcultto a:oept becauseme live

speech, certain limitations have

supreme head of state will also join

TEKAD PERPADUAN
“PENUHI HARAPAN

togetherness amongﬂ'le*peon‘e,
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OVER the course of more than six decades, our nation has faced its share of challenges and ups and downs in the
administration of its political, economic and social affairs as well as in its efforts to unite its plural. society under one umbrella -
Malaysia.Regardless of their race, religion, culture or political leanings, Malaysians always make it a point to come together to
celebrate National Day on Aug 31 every year.
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